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Need a job?
Many Riverside and Platte 
County companies are now 
hiring. For job postings, visit  
plattecountyedc.com/jobs 

  

    

Dedicated Half-cent  
Public Safety Sales Tax

VOTE APRIL 6 Learn more: 
RiversideMo.com

Funding Riverside’s fire, police and communications 
needs for generations to come



The Current is paid for by the City of Riverside.

W hen an emergency call comes into Riverside’s 
public safety dispatch, firefighters and police 

officers jump into action — and into their waiting 
vehicles. They, and the people they serve, count on those 
vehicles to start, perform and deliver them to where they 
are needed — fast. When situations are at their worst, 
Riverside always wants to respond with nothing less than 
the best.

Many of Riverside’s public safety vehicles and equipment 
are not only considered old, but are in need of repair 
and even replacement. Unlike personal cars, emergency 
vehicles carry hefty price tags, whether new or used. Even 
routine maintenance (think tires, batteries and oil changes) 
and upgrades to onboard equipment is costly.

The City wants to address these needs in 2021, but the 
budget can’t accommodate such large expenditures now 
or in the future. To meet the needs, the Board of Aldermen 

Can Half a Penny Fund a Firetruck?
Dedicated Public Safety Sales Tax to Appear on April Ballot

has placed a dedicated half-cent public safety sales tax on 
the April ballot. If passed, the tax will remain in perpetuity 
to ensure the City has revenue to provide the public safety 
services our community needs. In this special issue of  
The Current, we’ll explore why this is on the ballot, 
why the existing City budget alone isn’t able to fund the 
necessary maintenance, and how the funds raised will be 
used if the measure passes. Turn the page for details.

VOTE APRIL 6 
Here’s what will be on the ballot:
 • Dedicated Half-cent Public Safety Sales Tax
 • Ward I Alderman
 • Ward II Alderman
 • Ward III Alderman

SPECIAL ISSUE: PUBLIC SAFETY
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Dedicated Half-cent Public Safety Sales Tax: 
Equipping Those Who Serve & Protect

More People, Increased Demand, 
Decreasing Revenue
Riverside’s budgets are funded mostly through taxes on 
gaming revenue. But since 2010, gaming revenue has 
decreased more than 42% — a trend that has only worsened 
during the pandemic. Whether it’s due to more casino 
competition or just fewer people gambling overall, reduced 
gaming revenue means less revenue for the City to fund the 
services that our residents need and deserve. 

While gaming revenue is decreasing, Riverside’s population 
has continued to grow, which in turn increases calls to 911 
for service. Greater demand means more wear and tear 
on emergency vehicles. In fact, the cost to operate and 
maintain this capital equipment is only going up. And  
the older the equipment gets, the more frequently it must 
be maintained.

On April 6, voters will weigh in on a 
dedicated public safety sales tax, assuring 
that Riverside’s needs are met for 
generations to come.

More People, More Calls for Service

$700,000+
ADDITIONAL ANNUAL REVENUE FOR PUBLIC SAFETY CAPITAL NEEDS

1326
2020 Fire  

Department Calls

2010

2010

$4M

$5M

$6M

$7M

$8M

$9M

$10M

2012

2012

2014

2014

Riverside Gaming Revenue

2016

2016

2018

2018
2,800

3,000

3,200

3,400

2,900

3,100

3,300

3,500

Riverside Population

96%
2018 Public Safety 

Resident Satisfaction

10405
2020 Police 

Department Calls



the current     |     3

Who Pays Sales Tax in Riverside? 
Most of our sales tax revenue comes from customers of 
Red X, the Argosy Casino Hotel & Spa, etc. As many 

customers come from outside Riverside, approximately 
75% of sales tax collected is from non-residents.

Our Sales Tax Rate Remains Low 
Compared to neighboring cities that currently have a public 
safety sales tax, Riverside’s sales tax rate is the lowest, and  
will remain so even with the addition of a dedicated half-

cent public safety sales tax.

SAFETY FOR RIVERSIDE, PROVIDED BY RIVERSIDE

$700,000+

Keeping Riverside Safe, One Half-cent at a Time 
Funds raised by a dedicated half-cent public safety sales tax will fund four priority areas for years to come:

Modernize the fire 
department fleet

Equip dispatch with
next-generation
communication 

systems

Replace the emergency
management mobile

command vehicle

Meet the ongoing  
capital needs of

the fire and police 
departments
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The dedicated public safety sales tax  

means that when you call 911,  

it is our operators who answer and  

our police, fire and EMTs who respond.

Did you know that in most cities our size, your call to 
911 is not answered locally? And the first responders are 
dispatched from county or other agencies? Not here! 
The dedicated public safety sales tax will ensure that 
Riverside’s public safety services remain in Riverside, and 
that our emergency vehicles and equipment are maintained 
and funded for years to come.  
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25% 
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